Mahoning County Child Fatality Review Board
Report and Recommendations on the Review of
Child Deaths in Mahoning County, 2024

This report contains information from the Mahoning County Child Fatality Review Board’s
review of infant and child deaths that occurred in Mahoning County in 2024. It reflects the
work of many dedicated professionals in the community who have committed themselves
to gaining a better understanding of how and why these deaths have occurred. The Ohio
General Assembly established the Child Fatality Review (CFR) program in 2000 to identify
potential risk factors that lead to child deaths and to offer recommendations for the
prevention of similar deaths. Each county is required to establish a CFR Board to review the
deaths of children under 18 years of age residing in that county. Mahoning County Public
Health coordinates the CFR Board in Mahoning County with representation from the
county coroner, local law enforcement, the children services board, the local mental health
and recovery board, the city health and vital statistics departments, and area physicians.

In 2024, 11 fetal deaths and 23 infant and child deaths occurred in Mahoning County which
is a decrease from 2023, when 15 fetal deaths and 29 infant and child deaths occurred.
There was a nearly equal representation of deaths between Blacks and Whites. This shows
an over representation of deaths within our Black community since 80% of Mahoning
County population is White. There is also an over representation of males vs females, with
57% of the deaths being male compared to the overall population of 49%. Many of the
deaths also occurred within the city of Youngstown compared to the other cities, villages,
and townships in Mahoning County.

Age Distribution of Infant and Child Deaths, Mahoning County, 2024

*0Of the infant deaths, 66.5% were
neonates (birth-28 days) and 33.5%
were post-neonates (end of the
first month after birth to one year
of age)

m Live Birth to 1 Year of Age* m 1-4 Years 5-9 Years 10-14 Years m 15-18 Years
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Race/Ethnicity and Gender of Infant and Child Deaths,

m Black

m Male
= White

®m Female
m other

Number of Infant and Child Deaths based on Residency, Mahoning County, 2023

Austintown, Boardman,
Canfield, and Poland

Manner of death is a classification of death that explains how the death occurred. There
are five manners of death categories on the Ohio death certificate: natural, accident,
homicide, suicide, and unknown/undetermined.

Besides manner of death, a death is further classified by cause of death which is either a
medical or external cause. Disease or other medical causes, such as prematurity or
congenital anomalies/birth defects, primarily cause natural deaths. Accidental, homicide,
and suicide deaths are caused by an external cause, which can be associated with a specific
object or acute process that was caused by something outside the body.
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Manner and Cause of Child Death by Age Group, Mahoning County, 2024

Manner Cause Neonatal Post 14 5-9 | 10-14 | 15-17 | Total
Neonatal | Years | Years | Years | Years
Natural Cancer 1 1 1 3
Congenital 3 3
Anomaly/Cardio-
vascular
Prematurity 4 1 5
Other 1 1 2
Medical/Perinatal
Accidental Other 1 1
Drug Toxicity 1 1
Asphyxia or 2 2
Positional Asphyxia
Motor Vehicle 1 1
Suicide 1 2 3
Homicide Abuse 1 1
Gunshot 1 1
Total 7 3 2 3 2 6 23
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Child Deaths Trends

Mahoning County has seen a dramatic drop in overall infant and child deaths over the
years. In the early 1990’s, Mahoning County experienced, on average, 59 infant and child
deaths each year. A decade later, that number dropped to an average of 39 infants and
child deaths. The following graph depicts the overall downward trend of infant and child
deaths in Mahoning County with a high of 69 deaths in 1993 to our lowest recorded
number of deaths of 22 in 2016.

80 Trends in the Number of Infant and Child Death
70 (Live Birth up to 18 years of Age)
Mahoning County, 1992 to 2024
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Year of Death

Between the 10 years from 2015 to 2024, there were 264 infant and child deaths in
Mahoning County. Infants accounted for most of the deaths with 67% of the deaths
occurring prior to the age of one.

Distribution of Age of Infant and Child Deaths,
Mahoning County 2015-2024
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Over time, infant deaths have seen a decrease with a lot of fluctuation between the other
age groups, with maybe a slight increase in the teenage population of 15-17 years of age.

Age Distribution Over Time of Infant and Child Deaths,
Mahoning County 2015-2024
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Black males living in the city of Youngstown carried a disproportionate burden of deaths
over the 10-year span.

Race/Ethnicity and Gender of Infant and Child Deaths, Mahoning County, 2015-2024
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Number of Infant and Child Deaths based on Residency,
Mahoning County 2015 to 2024

Youngstown 139

Austintown, Boardman, Canfield, and Poland 80

all other townships, cities, and villages in Mahoning
County

D
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The following table lists cumulative Mahoning County death data from 2015 to 2024 by
manner and cause of death by age group. The leading manner of death in children from
2015 through 2024 was natural. The second leading manner of death was accidental. This
distribution of manners of death is similar to state and national patterns.

Prematurity was the most common cause of natural deaths representing just over half of
all the natural deaths (53.7%). The second leading cause of natural deaths was congenital
anomalies/birth defect, including cardiovascular defects. For accidental deaths,
asphyxia/positional asphyxia (predominately in an unsafe sleep environment) represents
over half of these deaths (56.9%). Vehicular, Fire/burn, and poisonings were the next most
common causes from accidental deaths.
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Aggregate Review - Manner and Cause of Death by Age Group,

Mahoning County, 2015-2024

Manner Cause Neonatal Post 14 5-9 10-14 | 15-17 | Total
Neonatal | Years | Years | Years | Years
Natural
Neurological 1 2 1 4
Cancer 4 3 1 2 10
Pneumonia and
other infections 3 4 7
Congenital
Anomalies
/Cardiovascular 23 11 4 3 1 42
Prematurity 84 4 88
Other
medical/perinatal
conditions 4 2 2 1 1 1 11
Accidental
Poisoning 3 1 2 6
Drowning 1 1 1 3
Fire or burn 1 5 1 7
Other 1 1
Vehicular 1 1 3 2 7
Asphyxia or
positional
asphyxia 3 26 3 1 33
Gunshot 1 1
Homicide
Gunshot/stabbing 1 2 4 8 15
Assault 6 2 8
Fire 1 1
Poisoning 1 1
Suicide 6 8 14
Undetermined 1 3 1 5
Total 117 59 27 14 20 26 264
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20.00% Manner of Death Trends of Infant and Child Deaths, Mahoning County,
80.00% 2015 to 2024
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The chart above indicates a slight downward trend of natural deaths. The graph also
indicates a slight upward tick of accidental deaths. Homicide deaths have shown some
variability over time. After a period of time with no child deaths due to suicides, they
reappeared in 2015 and 2016, representing 6.5% and 13.6% of child deaths in those years.
In 2024, suicides in youth are increasing, matching the high in 2016.

Overall, looking at the infant and child death data from 2015-2024, 67% of the deaths were
of infants less than 1 year of age meaning too many of Mahoning County babies are not
reaching their first birth. The top five causes of death to infants and children under the age
of 18 are:

* Prematurity (33.3%)

» Congenital Anomalies and Cardiovascular (16%)
» Asphyxia and Positional Asphyxia (12.5%)

* Homicide by Gunshot/Stabbing (5.7%)

= Suicide (5.3% each)
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Deaths In An Unsafe Sleep Environment
Mahoning County, 2011 to 2024
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2024 CFR Recommendations

Firearm Safety

¢ Increase education on how to properly store guns, unloaded, in a locked cabinet,
safe, gun vault, or storage case. Bullets should be placed in separate locked
locations from the gun. Keys and/or passcodes to these locked locations should be
safeguarded from children/teens so that they are never able to access a gun and/or
bullets without an adult present.

Mental/Behavioral Health

e Children and families who experience trauma or a child loss should be referred to a
mental health professional for grief support and trauma support.

e Promote suicide prevention training, such as Question Persuade Refer (QPR) and
Sources of Strength, in schools and with youth organizations.

e Provide schools, including charter and private schools, with access to support
programs for grief, trauma, trauma informed care, suicide prevention, or mental
health first aid for example.

e Increase the availability of depression screening for teens during well child visits.

e Increase awareness and accessibility of programming for new moms, dads, and
caregivers that address mental health issues, healthy relationships (choosing
partners wisely), and anger management (impulse control, putting baby down and
walking away).

e Implement a gun lock distribution program, including “long gun” gun locks.
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Parental and Child Substance Use

e Increased education on the dangers on the consumption of cannabis and cannabis-
derived products, including delta 8 products.
e Increased regulation on cannabis-derived products, including delta 8 products.

e Partner with faith-based organizations and sports coaches to provide education on
drug, alcohol, and violence prevention.

e Advocate at the state level for a comprehensive drug, alcohol, and violence
prevention program that is a regular part of students' year-round education.

e Encourage parents of young children to keep the poison center toll-free number
near their phone, or program 1-800-222-1222 into their home and mobile phones.

e Promote harm reduction techniques for substances of abuse when young children
are in the home. (i.e. keeping substances out of reach of children, not storing
substances that can come in contact with toys, bedding, eating surfaces of a child)

e Provide education onillicit drugs, marijuana, over-the-counter medications, and
prescription medication use and that use can affect someone’s judgment, cause
drowsiness, or could create a dangerous environment for an infant or child.

Suicide Prevention

e Reducing or even delaying access to lethal means, to reduce the likelihood of a
suicide attempt.

e Teach teens how to manage their time and balance their commitments effectively.
Help them create a manageable schedule that allows for both productivity and
appropriate downtime while also encouraging them to prioritize tasks based on
importance and deadlines.

e Teach teens anger management skills so that they don’t make inappropriate
decisions during times of high emotions.

e Education for parents of teens to help them understand the impulsivity of teens to
aid them in parenting through the teenage years.

General Safety Recommendations

e Improved cross jurisdictional coordination for investigation of child deaths.

e Education on the dangers of being outside during extreme temperatures and
dressing appropriately for the weather.

e Educate parents on the proper use of children's medications. All medications (over
the counter or prescription) should only be used for their intended purpose and
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should follow packaging directions (or as directed by a physician) for proper dosage,
frequency, and age recommendations.

2024 Mahoning County Community Initiatives
Below are examples of some programs and initiatives taking place to support children
and their families to reduce child deaths.

e Akron Children’s Hospital is conducting outreach to elementary schools to increase
fire safety education, including information on fall and crawl, don’t hide and go
outside, and shouting for help.

e The Mahoning County Children’s Services Board is educating on gun safety during
each initial contact with families.

e A number of agencies and organizations in the county are increasing education in
schools on bullying, social media education, and suicide awareness.

e Several agencies are increasing their capacity to provide grief education, both for
general grief and grief from violence and trauma.

e Mahoning County Mental Health and Recovery Board and the Suicide Prevention
Coalition are working with gun owners and gun sellers to increase education on
suicide awareness and signage on the usage of 988.

e Alta Behavioral Health is working with women and families to aid in processing
sensitive topics, providing support in a safe and relaxing environment.

e Alta Behavioral Health is increasing crisis response services.

e Community Health Workers at Alta Behavioral Health provide safe sleep training
with additional oversight and review of these activities taking place through the
agency’s Continuous Quality Performance Improvement (CQPI- or Quality
Assurance) review team.

Tracy Styka, MS

CFR Board Staff Coordinator

Ryan Tekac, M.S., R.S., R.E.H.S., Health Commissioner
Mahoning County Public Health

April 2025
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