Mahoning County Child Fatality Review Board
Child Deaths in Mahoning County, 2023

In 2023, 15 fetal deaths and 29 infant and child deaths occurred in Mahoning County.

m Live Birth to 1
Year of Age*
m 1-4 Years
m 5-9 Years *Of the infant deaths, 69% were
neonates (birth-28 days) and 31%
10-14 Years were post-neonates (end of the first
month after birth to one year of age)
m 15-18 Years

The majority of the deaths were African American boys living in the city of Youngstown.

Race/Ethnicity and Gender of Infant and Child Deaths
Mahoning County, 2023

m Male

m Female

m African
American
m Caucasian
m Hispanic

Residency of Infant and Child Deaths,
Mahoning County, 2023

Youngstown

Austintown, Boardman, and
Canfield

Others
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Manner and Cause of Child Death by Age Group, Mahoning County, 2023

Manner Cause Neonatal Post 1-4 5-9 [ 10-14 | 15-17 | Total
Neonatal | Years | Years | Years | Years
Natural Cancer 1 1 2
Congenital 4 1 5
Anomaly/Cardio-
vascular
Prematurity 5 5
Neurological 2 1 3
Other 2 2
Medical /Perinatal
Accidental Drug Toxicity 1 1
Asphyxia or Positional 3 1 4
Asphyxia
Drowning 1 1
Motor Vehicle 1 1 2
Gunshot 1 1
Homicide Gunshot 2 1 3
Total 11 5 3 4 4 2 29

2023 Child Deaths Recommendations

Accidental Deaths

Promotion of harm reduction techniques when young children are in a home where illicit
substances are being used. (i.e. keeping substances out of reach of children, not storing
substances that can come in contact with toys, bedding, eating surfaces of a child).

Provide education on the lethality of fentanyl to a young child.

Educate private pool owners of the necessary safety barriers required for ownership and
other barriers important for pool safety, including fencing, gates, and removal of ladders
when a pool is not in use.

Support the conclusion of ODOT traffic safety studies conducted at high crash
intersections.

Continued awareness and education on correct usage of car seats, booster seats, and
seat belts.

Empower parents to take control of their environment, and mental and behavioral health.
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Accidental Deaths - Asphyxia/Unsafe Sleep Environment

Increase education on the dangers of an unsafe sleep environment:

O Work with local television stations on a comprehensive safe sleep piece, maybe
including a parent who is willing to talk about their loss of a child due to an unsafe
sleep environment.

O Show images of what an unsafe sleep environment looks like in educational
information for parents during safe sleep training.

Provide education on the negative effects of drug or medication use on the health of a
pregnancy and infant. This would also include use of illicit drugs, marijuana, over-the-
counter medications, and prescription medications that can effect someone’s judgment
or cause drowsiness.

Institute long term education efforts beginning with kids and teens, teaching them at an
early age the ABCs so that it becomes habit (modeling appropriate behavior at an early
age).

Utilize the Akron Children’s Hospital's Safe Sleep Academy to increase education on safe

sleep practices for the various audiences and develop a training segment for youth.

Provide training to CHWs on hoarding so that they can identify and educate on hoarding
issues to increase safe sleep environments.

Increase resources to provide toddler beds for families that need safe places for toddlers
and children to sleep.

During the respiratory virus season, encourage parents to continue to practice the ABCs
of safe sleep even if their baby is struggling with congestion.

Advocate for drug and alcohol testing of the caregiver at the time of the death of any
infant or child.

Provide education to hospital staff providing care to newborns to ensure that they are up
to date in safe sleep practices and modeling safe sleep behaviors.

Homicide Deaths

Provide support and increased opportunity for parents to receive education on current
lingo and social media use, sex trafficking, and internet use by youth.

Encourage party rental facilities to have a policy which includes the hiring of security
personnel during a catered community event or party.

Promotion of conflict management strategies to reduce interpersonal violence.

Increase education on how to properly store and handle a firearm in a home where
children are present.

. Guns should be stored, unloaded, and locked up in a cabinet, safe, gun vault,
or storage case. Bullets should be placed in a separate locked location from
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the gun. Keys and or passcodes to these locked locations should always be
safe guarded from the children/teens so that they are never able to get to a
gun and bullets without an adult being present.

® Implement a gun lock distribution program.

e Children who experience trauma should be referred to a mental health professional for
short term counseling for the child and their family to support those children, to prevent
crisis, engaging in risky behaviors, or suicidal thoughts.

e Secure funding for training for additional leaders to conduct community-based grief
recovery classes.

® Provide schools, especially charter and private schools, with access to educational and
support programs for grief, trauma, trauma informed care, suicide prevention, or mental
health first aid for example throughout the school year, not just at the point of a crisis.

2023 Mahoning County Community Initiatives

Below are examples of some programs and initiatives taking place to support children and
their families to reduce child deaths.

® Youngstown City officials are addressing broken and non-working city street lighting,
especially in areas surrounding the parks or streets leading to parks and working to
remove obstructions like overgrown trees and branches to increase visibility. They are

also increasing enforcement on curfew violations.

® The Mahoning County Children’s Services Board is increasing education on gun safety

during each initial contact with families.

® Education is being provided to community health workers on hoarding issues. In some
cases, we experience houses that appear to have hoarding issues which places the
infant/children in unsafe conditions and unsafe sleep environments. Training will help

community health workers to identify, educate, or possibly report these situations.

® The Amya Marie Foundation was developed to help inner-city youth overcome the
trauma, anxiety, depression, and overall adversity kids have been faced with for

generations, and to create an environment where these children can heal and thrive.

® The Mahoning Valley Pathways HUB will be placing an emphasis on safe sleep education
for 2024. The Pathways HUB model states that safe sleep education needs to be
presented at the 26th week of pregnancy and they have set a goal of 100% completion

of the safe sleep education pathway for every participant.
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Child Deaths Trends

With our highest number of deaths in 1993 in the graph below, we have seen a nice decrease
over the years in infant and child deaths in Mahoning County.

Trends in the Number of Infant and Child Death
(Live Birth to 18 years of Age)
Mahoning County, 1992 to 2023

80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10

1992
1994
1996
1998
2000
2002
2004
2006
2008
2010
2012
2014
2016
2018
2020
2022
2023

Child Deaths in Mahoning County, 2014 - 2023

Between the 10 years from 2014 to 2023, there were 264 infant and child deaths in Mahoning

County.
m Live Birthto 1
Year of Age*
m 1-4 Years \

m 5-9 Years

*Of the infant deaths, 69%
were neonates and 31% were

10-14 Years

post-neonates.

m 15-18 Years
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There continues to be a disparity with African American boys living in the city of Youngstown
having a higher occurrence of death over the 10-year span.

Race/Ethnicity and Gender of Infant and Child Deaths, Mahoning County, 2014-2023

m African
American

m Caucasian
m Male

m Other m Female

Hispanic

Residency of Infant and Child Deaths, Mahoning County 2014-2023

Youngstown

Boardman

Austintown

Canfield

Others

Manner of Death Trends for Infant and Child Deaths, Mahoning County, 2004-2023
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Aggregate Review - Manner and Cause of Death by Age Group,
Mahoning County, 2014-2023

Manner Cause Neonatal Post 1-4 5-9 10-14 | 15-17 | Total
Neonatal | Years Years Years Years
Natural
Neurological 2 2 1 5
Cancer 4 3 1 1 9
Pneumonia and
other infections 3 4 1 1 9
Congenital
Anomalies
/Cardiovascular 20 12 5 3 1 41
Prematurity 88 3 91
Other
medical/perinatal
conditions 5 3 1 1 1 1
Accidental
Poisoning 3 2 5
Drowning 1 1 1 3
Fire or burn 5 1 7
Vehicular 1 4 1 7
Asphyxia or
positional asphyxia 3 27 3 1 34
Gunshot 1 1
Homicide
Gunshot/stabbing 1 2 4 9 16
Assault 6 1 7
Fire 1 1
Poisoning 1
Suicide 5 6 1
Undetermined 1 3 1 5
Total 120 61 27 13 20 23 264
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