
Mahoning County Child Fatality Review Board 

Child Deaths in Mahoning County 2022 

Ages 
▪ 12 fetal deaths in 2022 
▪ 36 child deaths in 2022 

o 23 (63.9%) deaths were infants (birth up to 1 year of age)  
▪ 15 infant deaths (65.2%) were neonates (birth-28 days (about 4 weeks))  
▪ 8 infant deaths (34.8%) were post-neonates (end of the first month after 

birth to one year of age)  
o 5 deaths (13.9%) were preschool age (1-4 years old)  
o 2 deaths (5.6%) were 5-9-year-olds 
o 4 deaths (11.1%) were 10-14-year-olds 
o 2 deaths (5.6%) were teens (15-17 years old) 

 
Infant/Child Residence (1 unknown location of residency) 

• 27 occurred in Youngstown 

• 10 occurred in Austintown, Boardman, and Poland 

• 10 others occurred in other townships, cities, and villages in Mahoning County 

Race/Ethnicity: 27 black, 19 white; 2 mixed race: 1 known Hispanic ethnicity  

Sex: 30 were male; 18 were female 

Manner and Cause of Child Death by Age Group, 2022 

Manner Cause Neonatal Post 

Neonatal 

1-4 

Years 

5-9 

Years 

10-14 

Years 

15-17 

Years 

Total 

Natural Cancer      1 1      2 

  Congenital 
Anomaly/Cardiovascular 

3 1 1  1  6 

  Prematurity 11 1     12 

  Infection 1      1 

  Other Medical/Perinatal  1 1  1  3 

Accidental Drug Toxicity    1   1 2 

  Asphyxia or Positional 
Asphyxia 

 4 1 1   6 

Homicide  Assault  1     1 

  Gunshot      1 1 

Suicide       2  2 

Total   15 8 5 2 4 2 36 

 



 
 

2022 Child Deaths Recommendations 

Accidental Deaths 

• Recommendations is that toddlers and young children have proper sleeping 

accommodations that attempts to minimize entrapment in bed end structures, such as 

between the guardrails, footboard, frames, side rails, and mattresses to avoid head and 

neck entrapment which could result in asphyxiation.  

• Recommendation that anyone currently taking prescribed opioids for pain, individuals 

misusing prescription opioids, individuals using illicit opioids such as heroin or fentanyl, 

family and friends of people who have an opioid use disorder, and community members 

who come into contact with people at risk for opioid overdose, should know how to use 

Narcan and have it available to save a life in the event of an opioid overdose. 

• Increased education on the negative effects of parental substance use on the health of a 

child. 

Accidental Deaths - Asphyxia/Unsafe Sleep Environment 

• Recommendations were for home health agencies who are actively involved with a 

family to be able to evaluate the whole living environment to be able to improve the 

family living situation. 

• Recommendations were continuing to provide safe sleep education in the community; 

and include fathers and any additional caregivers in that education. 

• Continued education to the public with a large-scale promotional event. 
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Homicide Deaths 

• Recommendation is to fix broken and non-working city street lighting, especially in areas 

surrounding the parks or streets leading to parks, and continued maintenance to 

remove obstructions (like overgrown trees and branches). 

• Recommendation was to offer newborn home visits after every birth and to require 

medical insurances to pay for a recommended number of home visits after birth. 

Suicide Deaths 

• Recommendation is that in a home with children/teens where guns are present that 

guns are stored unloaded and locked up in a cabinet, safe, gun vault, or storage case. 

Bullets should be placed in a separate locked location from the gun. Keys and or 

passcodes to these locked locations should always be safe guarded from the 

children/teens so that they are never able to get to a gun and bullets without an adult 

being present. 

• Recommendations is for better promotion and utilization of Ohio and county wide 

programs that provide comprehensive case management and supportive services 

related to behavioral needs services for children and families, such as OhioRISE, Family 

Success Network, OhioKAN, and the Family and Children First Council. 

• Recommendation is that any child who experiences a loss of a close family member is 

referred to a mental health professional for short term counseling to support those 

children, in an effort to prevent crisis, or engaging in risky behaviors, or suicidal 

thoughts. 

• Recommendation is to have more awareness by the general public of warning signs of 

suicide and of the 988 suicide and crisis lifeline and the Text 4HOPE (741741) Crisis Text 

Line for people in crisis. 

2022 Examples of Some Community Initiatives 

Below are some examples of some programs taking place in Mahoning County to support 

children and their families and reduce child deaths.  

• The Mahoning County Mental Health and Recovery Board has established the 

LOSS/DOSS (Local Outreach to Suicide Survivors/Drug Overdose Survivor Support) 

teams. Volunteers have been trained to provide outreach to families who have 

experienced a loss due to suicide or over-dose.  

• The Community Initiative to Reduce Violence has a number of programs to help build a 

safe and supportive community. They provide mentoring programs to create positive 

outcomes for youth, some programs focus on providing job skills or financial literacy, as 

well as programs on increasing self-reliance, mental health, and substance use.  



• Mahoning County Public Health, along with several other county agencies, are providing 

QPR trainings in the community. QPR is a suicide prevention training, which stands for 

questions, persuade, refer. Mahoning County Public Health has had a staff member 

complete the training as a Grief Recovery Method Specialist and the county has recently 

started a Suicide Fatality Review Team.  

Child Deaths in Mahoning County 2013 - 2022 

Ages 

• 267 child deaths between 2013 and 2022 
o 187 (70%) deaths were infants (birth up to 1 year)  

▪ 122 infant deaths (65.2%) were neonates (birth-28 days (about 4 weeks))  
▪ 65 infant deaths (34.8%) were post-neonates  

o 32 deaths (12%) were preschool-age (1-4 years old)  
o 10 deaths (3.7%) were 5-9-year-olds 
o 17 deaths (6.4%) were 10-14-year-olds 
o 21 deaths (7.9%) were teens (15-17 years old) 

 
Infant/Child Residence (1 unknown location of residency) 

• 149 in Youngstown (55.8%)  

• 28 in Boardman (10.5%) 

• 24 in Austintown (9%) 

• 12 in Canfield (4.5%) 

• 53 in all other cities, villages, and townships in Mahoning (19.9%) 
 

Race/Ethnicity – 140 were black (52.4%); 113 were white (42.3%); and 14 were 
biracial/unknown (5.2%); 15 (5.6%) were of known Hispanic ethnicity  
 
Sex – 162 were male (60.7%); 105 were female (39.3%) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Trend Data of Mahoning County Infant and Child Deaths  

Based on Manner of Death, 2013-2022 
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Aggregate Review - Manner and Cause of Death by Age Group, 2013-2022, 

Mahoning County 

Manner Cause Neonatal Post 
Neonatal 

1-4 
Years 

5-9 
Years 

10-14 
Years 

15-17 
Years 

Total 

Natural          

 Neurological  1 1 2 1 1 6 

 Cancer   4 2 1  7 

 

Pneumonia and 
other infections 4 5 5  1  15 

 

Congenital 
Anomalies 

/Cardiovascular 19 12 5 2  1 39 

 Prematurity 89 3     92 

 

Other 
medical/perinatal 

conditions 5 4 1  1 1 12 

Accidental         

 Poisoning   2   2 4 

 Drowning   1  1 1 3 

 Fire or burn  1 5 1   7 

 Vehicular   1 1 3 1 6 

 

Asphyxia or 
positional asphyxia 4 27 2 1   34 

 Gunshot   1    1 

Homicide         

 Gunshot/stabbing  1 2  2 8 13 

 Assault  8 1  1  10 

 Fire     1  1 

 Poisoning    1   1 

         

Suicide      5 6 11 

         

Undetermined         

 Undetermined 1 3 1    5 

Total   122 65 32 10 17 21 267 

 

 
 


