Mahoning County Child Fatality Review Board
Child Deaths in Mahoning County 2021

Ages
= 19 fetal deathsin 2021
= 22 child deaths in 2021
o 16 (72.7%) deaths were infants (birth up to 1 year of age)
» 10 infant deaths (62.5%) were neonates (birth-28 days (about 4 weeks))
» 6 infant deaths (37.5%) were post-neonates (end of the first month after
birth to one year of age)
o 3 deaths (13.6%) were a 10—14-years-olds
o 3 deaths (13.6%) were teens (15-17 years old)

Infant/Child Residence
e 12 occurred in Youngstown
e 5 occurred in Austintown, Boardman, and Canfield
e 5 others occurred in other townships, cities, and villages in Mahoning County

Race/Ethnicity: 15 were black, 7 were white; 1 was of known Hispanic ethnicity

Sex: 15 were male; 7 were female

Manner and Cause of Child Death by Age Group, 2021

Manner Cause Neonatal Post 1-4 5-9 10-14 15-17 Total
Neonatal | Years | Years | Years | Years
Natural
Congenital 3 2 5
Anomaly/Cardiovascular
Prematurity 6 1 7
Neurological 1 1
Other Medical/Perinatal 1 1
Accidental
Motor Vehicle Related 1 1
Asphyxia or Positional 2 2
Asphyxia
Homicide
Gunshot 2 2 4
Suicide 0
Undetermined
Undetermined 1 1
Total 10 6 0 0 3 3 22
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2021 Child Deaths Recommendations

Accidental Deaths

Increase bicycle education to include information on the usage of proper bicycling
equipment and when and where it is safe to ride.

Increased penalties (fines or random drug testing for example) when a driver’s license is
suspended due to illegal substances, especially after repeat offenses.

Promote Child Death Scene Investigation trainings with local law enforcement.

Asphyxia/Unsafe Sleep Environment

Increased information and support to de-stigmatize post-partum issues so moms feel
more comfortable reaching out for needed services.

Increased accessibility and utilization of Parenting Classes.

Institute long term education efforts beginning with kids and baby dolls, teaching kids at
an early age the ABCs so that it becomes habit (modeling appropriate behavior at an
early age).

Work with case managers at insurance companies so that they promote voluntary
participation in home visiting/support programs.

Increased outreach by case managers at insurance companies to families when
newborns are not receiving recommended care.



Homicide Deaths

e Increase education programming to promote responsible gun ownership.

e Increased inter-agency collaboration of anti-violence program availability in the
community.

e Increased utilization of hospital data from injuries due to violence in all jurisdictions in
the county to aid in place-based intervention.

2021 Examples of Some Community Initiatives

e Several community agencies and organizations are initiating programs to increase self-
esteem and respect, building resiliency, and reducing impulsiveness, and also instituting
violence prevention programs by providing positive adult role models and mentoring.

e Programs continue to work through barriers to safe sleep education. Education is
delivered virtually, and Crib 4 Kids pack-n-plays are delivered to moms if there are
transportation barriers. Community Health Workers in home visiting programs are
schooled in safe sleep education and are requiring families to show the safe sleep
environment during visits.



Child Deaths in Mahoning County 2012 - 2021

e 271 child deaths between 2012 and 2021
o 191 (70.5%) deaths were infants (birth up to 1 year)
= 126 infant deaths (66%) were neonates (birth-28 days (about 4 weeks))
= 65 infant deaths (34%) were post-neonates
32 deaths (11.8%) were preschool-age (1-4 years old)
10 deaths (3.7%) were 5-9-year-olds
15 deaths (5.5%) were 10-14-year-olds
23 deaths (8.5%) were teens (15-17 years old)
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Infant/ Child Residence
e 154 in Youngstown (56.8%)
e 35in Boardman (12.9%)
e 22 in Austintown (8.1%)
e 13 in Canfield (4.8%)
e 47 in all other cities, villages, and townships in Mahoning (17.3%)

Race/Ethnicity — 153 were black (56.5%); 113 were white (41.7%); and 5 were other/unknown
(1.8%); 16 (5.9%) were of known Hispanic ethnicity

Sex — 161 were male (59.4%); 110 were female (40.6%)

Trend Data of Mahoning County Infant and Child Deaths
Based on Manner of Death, 2004-2021
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Aggregate Review - Manner and Cause of Death by Age Group, 2012-2021,

Mahoning County

Manner Cause Neonatal Post 14 5-9 10-14 15-17 Total
Neonatal Years Years Years Years
Natural
Neurological 1 1 5
Cancer 4 1 7
Pneumonia and other
infections 3 5 5 1 14
Congenital Anomalies
/Cardiovascular 20 12 4 3 2 41
Prematurity 92 3 1 96
Other
medical/perinatal
conditions 5 4 1 10
Accidental
Poisoning 1 1 2
Drowning 3 1 2 6
Fire or burn 1 5 7
Vehicular 1 3 1 6
Asphyxia or positional
asphyxia 5 27 1 33
Gunshot 1 1
Homicide
Gunshot/stabbing 1 2 1 9 17
Assault 7 3 20
Fire
Poisoning 1
Suicide
Total 3 6 9
Unknown
Total 1 3 1 6
Total 126 65 32 10 15 23 271




