
Child Deaths in Mahoning County 2020 
Ages 

•  12 fetal deaths in 2020 
• 25* child deaths in 2020 

o 18 (75%) deaths were infants (birth up to 1 year of age)  
 11 infant deaths (61%) were neonates (birth-28 days (about 4 weeks))  
 7 infant deaths (39%) were post-neonates (end of the first month after birth to 

one year of age)  
o 4 deaths (17%) were a 1–4-year-old 
o 2 deaths (8%) were teens (15-17 years old)  

Infant/Child Residence 
• 11 occurred in Youngstown 
• 10 occurred in Austintown, Boardman, and Canfield 
• 3 others occurred in other townships and villages in Mahoning County 

Infant/Child Race/Ethnicity: 9 were black, 13 were white; 2 unknown race; 4 were Hispanic ethnicity  

Infant/Child Sex: 16 were male; 8 were female 

*One death ineligible for review due to lack of information 

Manner and Cause of Child Death by Age Group, 2020 

Manner Cause 0-1 
Months 

1-12 
Months 

1-4 
Years 

5-9 
Years 

10-14 
Years 

15-17 
Years 

Total 

Natural                
  Congenital 

Anomaly 
3 2  1      6 

  Prematurity 8          8 
  Pneumonia and 

other infections 
           0 

  Other 
Medical/perinatal 

   2        2 

Accidental                 
 Drowning      1 1 
  MVC         1 1 
  Asphyxia or 

positional asphyxia 
 3         3 

Homicide                
  Struck By/Against   1 1       2 

Suicide               
Undetermined                 

  Undetermined  1          1 
Total   11 7 4 0 0 2 24 

 



Child Deaths in Mahoning County 2011 - 2020 
Ages 

• 275 child deaths between 2011 and 2020 
o  191 (69.5%) deaths were infants (birth up to 1 year)  

 127 infant deaths (66.5%) were neonates (birth-28 days (about 4 weeks))  
 64 infant deaths (33.5%) were post-neonates  

o 34 deaths (12.3%) were preschool-age (1-4 years old)  
o 12 deaths (4.4%) were 5-9-year old’s 
o 13 deaths (4.7%) were 10-14-year old’s 
o 25 deaths (9.1%) were teens (15-17 years old) 

Residence 

• 158 in Youngstown (57.5%)  
• 36 in Boardman (13.1%) 
• 22 in Austintown (8%) 
• 12 in Canfield (4.4%) 
• 7 in each Poland and Springfield Townships (2.5%) 
• 33 in all other cities, villages, and townships in Mahoning (12%) 

 Race – 149 were black (54.2%); 120 were white (43.6%); and 6 were other/unknown (2.2%); 16 (5.8%) 
were of know Hispanic ethnicity.  

 Sex – 158 were male (57.5%); 117 were female (42.5%) 
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Aggregate Review - Manner and Cause of Death by Age Group, 2011-2020, 
Mahoning County 

Manner Cause 0-1 
Months 

1-12 
Months 

1-4 
Years 

5-9 
Years 

10-14 
Years 

15-17 
Years 

Total 

Natural                 
  Neurological   1 1 2     4 
  Cancer   1 4 1 1   7 

  
Pneumonia and other 
infections 3 5 5   1   14 

  Congenital Anomalies 21 11 6 3   2 43 
  Prematurity 92 3 1       96 

  

Other 
medical/perinatal 
conditions 4 4       1 9 

Accidental                 
  Poisoning     1     1 2 
  Drowning     3 1 1 2 7 
  Fire or burn   1 5 1     7 
  Vehicular     1 2 3 2 8 

  
Asphyxia or positional 
asphyxia 6 27 1       34 

  Gunshot     1       1 
Homicide                 
  Gunshot/stabbing   1 2 1 1 11 16 
  Assault   7 2   1   10 
  Fire         1   1 
  Poisoning       1     1 
Suicide                 
  Total         3   6 9  
Unknown                 
  Total  1 3  1    1    6 
Total   127 64 34 12 13 25 275 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Trend Data of Mahoning County Infant and Child Deaths  
Based on Manner of Death, 2004-2020 

 

 

Mahoning County CFR Board 

2020 Child Deaths Review and Recommendations 

Accidental Deaths 

• Increased education on the dangers and differences with open water swimming.  
• Increase awareness of the availability of rescue equipment in open water swimming areas 

along with increased visible warning signage in areas where swimming is not allowed. 
• Ensure parents have adequate resources needed to properly manage children with extensive 

mental health disorders. 
• Swimmers should wear protective life vest when swimming with parental supervision to 

ensure safety. 
• Poison prevention: ages 1-4 store medicines and chemicals in a dry safe location.  
• Drug Overdose prevention: Provide necessary education on opioids and effects to prevent 

usage 

Asphyxia/Unsafe Sleep Environment 

• Education for all family members or individuals involved in the care of the child on the 
proper safe sleep environment. 

• Conduct continual safe sleep training with Child Services Board workers on what unsafe 
sleep hazards to look for when in a home. 

• Continued community outreach on the ABC message for safe sleep. 
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• Increase outreach on the availability of and the importance of participation in fatherhood 
programs. 

Homicide Deaths 

• Increase outreach and involvement with fatherhood programs as well as stress and anger 
management programs. 

• Empower women to not continue to stay in violent relationships. 
• Increased promotion of domestic violence programming. 
• Increased social work advocates working in preschools/daycares for assist families with 

needed resources. 

2020 Examples of Some Community Initiatives 

• Mahoning County has developed Stand, Grow, Thrive which is a resiliency movement in the 
county to promote resiliency and healing after trauma. They are providing trainings 
throughout the community on trauma informed care and Adverse Childhood Experiences 
(ACEs). 

• Akron Children’s Hospital developed the Safe Sleep Academy to provide continued online 
access to safe sleep education for Community Health Workers/Home Visitors, Physicians 
and Health Care Professions, and families and caregiver. 


