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RABIES CONTRRABIES CONTRRABIES CONTRRABIES CONTRRABIES CONTROL REGULAOL REGULAOL REGULAOL REGULAOL REGULATIONTIONTIONTIONTION

A REGULATION ADOPTED UNDER AUTHORITY OF SECTION 3709.21 OHIO REVISED
CODE BY THE BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE MAHONING COUNTY GENERAL HEALTH
DISTRICT PROVIDING FOR THE CONTROL OF RABIES THROUGH REQUIREMENTS
FOR RABIES VA CCINATION OF DOGS, CATS AND FERRETS; FOR REPORTING OF ALL
ANIMALS THAT BITE PERSONS; Q UARANTINE OF ANIMALS THAT BITE PERSONS,
REPORTING AND HANDLING OF SUSPECTED RABID AND EXPOSED ANIMALS; ES-
TABLISHMENT OF A RABIES CONTROL A DVISORY COMMITTEE; PRESCRIBING THE
DUTIES AND AUTHORITY OF THE HEALTH COMMISSIONER; AND PROVIDING FOR
THE ENFORCEMENT OF THE REGULATION AND PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLATION OF
ITS PROVISIONS.

CrCrCrCrCross Refeross Refeross Refeross Refeross Refer encesencesencesencesences

Rabies quarantine - Ohio Re vised Code 955.26
Reimbur sement fo r rabies bite - Ohio Re vised Code 955.42
Report of bite of dog or other animal - Ohio Administr ative Code 3701-3-28
Biting animal to be conf ined; veter inarian to report - Ohio Administr ative Code 3701-
329
Report of suspected ra bid animal - Ohio Administr ative Code 3701-3-30
Impor tation of dogs into state - Ohio Administr ative Code 901:1-17-05
Compendium of Animal Ra bies Contr ol,  National Association of State Public Health
Veter inar ians,  Inc.

Section 1 - DefSection 1 - DefSection 1 - DefSection 1 - DefSection 1 - Def initionsinitionsinitionsinitionsinitions
“Board of Health” means the Board of Health of the Mahoning County General Health
Distri ct.
“Cat” means any domestic feline animal of the species Felis catus .
“Dog” means any domestic canine animal of the species Canis f amiliar is.
“Exposure” means an animal bite or scr atch that br eaks human skin, or contact of
animal saliva with a br eak in human skin or any m ucous membr ane.
“Quar antine” means isolation or conf inement of an animal to the premises of the o wner

or in a suita ble pound, kennel, veter inary hospital or animal shelter in such a way
that human contact other than with the o wner cannot occur and for a suff icient
period of time to observe the dev elopment of clinical signs of ra bies in an in-
fected animal of the species.

“Ferret” means a carnivo rous ma m mal of the species Mustela pr etor ious fur o.
“Health Commissioner” means the Health Commissioner of the Mahoning County Gen-
eral Health District or his or her author ized representative .
“Owner” means any per son who has r ight of pr operty to a dog, cat or fe rret, keeps,

feeds or harbors a dog, cat or ferret, has a dog, cat or ferret in his care or shelter,



or permits a dog, cat or ferret to re main on or a bout pr emises o wned or occupied
by him.

“Stray” means any animal whose o wner cannot be identif ied or any animal that cannot
be apprehended and quar antined for observ ation.

“Veter inar ian” means a gr aduate v eter inar ian who is duly licensed to diagnose and
medically tr eat anima l  injuries and diseases.

Section 2 - Section 2 - Section 2 - Section 2 - Section 2 - VVVVVaccinaaccinaaccinaaccinaaccina tion of Dogstion of Dogstion of Dogstion of Dogstion of Dogs ,,,,, Ca Ca Ca Ca Ca ts and Fts and Fts and Fts and Fts and F errerrerrerrerr ets Requirets Requirets Requirets Requirets Requir ededededed

2.12.12.12.12.1 Initial Initial Initial Initial Initial VVVVVaccinaaccinaaccinaaccinaaccina tiontiontiontiontion
A ny person who o wns a dog, cat or fe rret in the Mahoning County Genera l
Health Distr ict shall have these anim als vaccinated ag ainst rabies within thirt y
(30) days after these anim als have  reached three (3) months of age using a
vaccine and method listed in the curr ent Compendium of Animal Ra bies Contr ol.

2.22.22.22.22.2 ReReReReRevvvvvaccinaaccinaaccinaaccinaaccina tiontiontiontiontion
Each dog, cat, or ferret shall be revaccinated one (1) y ear after the initial rabies
vaccination and ther eafter at no more than one (1) or three (3) y ear interva ls
accor ding to recommendations of the curr ent Compendium of Animal Ra bies
Contr ol for the vaccine used.

2.32.32.32.32.3 VVVVVaccinaaccinaaccinaaccinaaccina tion to be tion to be tion to be tion to be tion to be AdministerAdministerAdministerAdministerAdminister ed bed bed bed bed b y a y a y a y a y a VVVVVeteretereteretereter inarinarinarinarinar ianianianianian
Rabies vaccine shall be administered only by a veter inar ian or under the superv i-
sion of a veter inarian.

2.42.42.42.42.4 ContraindicaContraindicaContraindicaContraindicaContraindica tions to tions to tions to tions to tions to VVVVVaccinaaccinaaccinaaccinaaccina tiontiontiontiontion
If rabies v accination of dogs,  cats or ferrets is contr aindicated for m edical rea-
sons,  these reasons shall be documented in wr iting by a veter inarian, a copy of
w hich shall be given to the o wner.

2.52.52.52.52.5 Imported AnimalsImported AnimalsImported AnimalsImported AnimalsImported Animals
Each dog, cat or ferret impor ted into the Mahoning County General Health Dis-
trict m ust be accompanied by proof of curr ent rabies vaccination.  This require-
ment does not a pply to transient anima ls.

2.62.62.62.62.6 LaLaLaLaLaboraboraboraborabora tortortortortor y y y y y AnimalsAnimalsAnimalsAnimalsAnimals
Dogs, cats or ferrets conf ined for the purpose of r esearch are exempt from ra bies
vaccination r equir ements as long as the per son or agency conducting the re-
search is licensed under the F ederal Laboratory  Anima l W elfare  Act.

Section 3 - Section 3 - Section 3 - Section 3 - Section 3 - VVVVVaccinaaccinaaccinaaccinaaccina tion Recortion Recortion Recortion Recortion Recor d Requird Requird Requird Requird Requir ededededed



3.13.13.13.13.1 RaRaRaRaRabies bies bies bies bies VVVVVaccinaaccinaaccinaaccinaaccina tion Certion Certion Certion Certion Cer tiftiftiftiftif icaicaicaicaica tetetetete
(A) Each v eter inar ian who v accinates a dog, cat or ferret aga inst rabies shall

complete a ra bies vaccination cert ificate.  This cert ificate shall include the
follo wing info rm ation:
—Name, addr ess and telephone number of o wner.
— R abies tag number.
—Age, sex, species and name or general description of anima l.
— Vaccine m anuf acturer and vaccine ser ial (lot) number.
—Duration of imm unity (one or three years ).
—Date of v accination.
— Veter inar ian’s name, addr ess and telephone number.

(B) Each v eter inar ian who v accinates a dog, cat or ferret aga inst rabies shall
provide the o wner a copy of the rabies vaccination cert ificate.  The v eteri -
narian shall forward within fi ve (5) business days a copy of the ra bies
vaccination cert ificate to the Mahoning County Dog W ar den and shall
hold the ra bies vaccination cert ificate for the interval betw een vaccina-
tions.

3.23.23.23.23.2 VVVVVaccinaaccinaaccinaaccinaaccina tion tion tion tion tion TTTTTag Requirag Requirag Requirag Requirag Requir ededededed
(A) Each v eter inar ian who v accinates a dog, cat or fe rret shall issue to the

owner a ra bies vaccination tag. Tags shall be serially numbered and stamped
with the y ear of ra bies v accination and a phone number at w hich the
animal’s rabies vaccination status can be ve rified.

(B) Each o wner shall aff ix the rabies v accination tag to the collar or har ness
of a vaccinated dog.  The tag shall be wo rn at all times except w hen the
dog is conf ined in a secure enclosure or w hen par ticipating in competition
or exhibitions.

3.33.33.33.33.3 Impoundment of Impoundment of Impoundment of Impoundment of Impoundment of Animals without Animals without Animals without Animals without Animals without VVVVValid Raalid Raalid Raalid Raalid Ra bies bies bies bies bies VVVVVaccinaaccinaaccinaaccinaaccina tion tion tion tion tion TTTTTagsagsagsagsags
(A) The Mahoning County Dog W ar den may impound any dog f ound off the

owner’s  premises without a va l id rabies v accination tag.  A vaccinated
dog may be redeemed by  i ts owner by  furnishing proof of curr ent rabies
vaccination and complying with all other r equir ements fo r redemption of
an impounded anima l.  An unvaccinated dog may be r edeemed by  fur-
nishing pr oof of compliance with the ra bies vaccination r equir ements of
this Regulation within sev enty-two (72) hours of the dog’s  release and
complying with all other requir ements fo r redemption of an impounded
animal.  Persons buying or r eceiving unr edeemed and unv accinated dogs
shall furnish proof of compliance with the ra bies vaccination r equir ement
of this Regulation within sev enty-two (72) hours of the dog’s  release.

(B) No person harbor ing or pro viding shelter to dogs,  cats,  or fe rrets shall



permit the r edemption, donation or sale of a dog, cat, or ferret without
first furnishing pr oof of compliance with the ra bies v accination r equire-
ments of this Regulation to the Mahoning County Dog W ar den within
seventy-two (72) hours of the anima l’s release.

Section 4 - ReporSection 4 - ReporSection 4 - ReporSection 4 - ReporSection 4 - Repor t of t of t of t of t of Animal Bites RequirAnimal Bites RequirAnimal Bites RequirAnimal Bites RequirAnimal Bites Requir ededededed

4.14.14.14.14.1 PPPPPererererer sons Requirsons Requirsons Requirsons Requirsons Requir ed to Repored to Repored to Repored to Repored to Repor ttttt
Whenever a per son is bitten, scratched or otherwise exposed by an anima l, the
physician in attendance, per son in charge of a hospital, dispensary,  c l inic, or
other institution pro viding care or tr eatment, per son bitten, or any individual
having kno wledge of a bite shall r eport the bite within twenty-f our (24) hours  to
the Health Commissioner.

4.24.24.24.24.2 Content of ReporContent of ReporContent of ReporContent of ReporContent of Repor ttttt
This report shall include the name, age, addr ess and telephone number of the
person bitten, the part of the body where the bite was inflicted, a descr iption of
the biting anima l, and, i f known, the name, addr ess and telephone number of the
owner of the biting anima l.

Section 5 - Quarantine of Biting Section 5 - Quarantine of Biting Section 5 - Quarantine of Biting Section 5 - Quarantine of Biting Section 5 - Quarantine of Biting AnimalsAnimalsAnimalsAnimalsAnimals

5.15.15.15.15.1 Quarantine of Dogs and CaQuarantine of Dogs and CaQuarantine of Dogs and CaQuarantine of Dogs and CaQuarantine of Dogs and Ca tststststs
(A) Whenever it is repor ted that a dog or cat has bitten, scratched, or other-

wise exposed a per son, the Health Commissioner shall quar antine that
animal at the expense of the owner for a per iod of ten (10) days from the
date of the exposure .  During quar antine the animal may be per mitted to
leave the premises if it is under leash or under the control of a responsible
person.

(B) Quar antined anim als shall be examined at the end of the ten day quaran-
tine per iod for signs of ra bies by a veter inarian.  The v eter inarian shall
report to the Health Commissioner the conclusions r eached as a r esult of
the examination.  The Health Commissioner shall pr escr ibe a form fo r thi s
purpose.  The examination shall be at the expense of the o wner.

(C) No dog or cat shall be released from quar antine unless and until it has
been examined by a veter inar ian and pr operl y vaccinated aga inst rabies.

(D) If the dog or cat is a stray,  the Health Commissioner shall either:

(1) quar antine the anima l for ten (10) days from the date of exposure .
(2) direct the sacri fice of the animal by a suita ble humane method that

does not dam age the anima l’s head.  The Health Commissioner



shall provide for the re m oval of the anima l’s head by a veter inarian
and submit the head to the Ohio Depar tment of Health labor atori es
for rabies examination.

(E) If a quar antined dog or cat dies befo re the end of the quarantine per iod,
the o wner shall info rm the Health Commissioner.   The Health Commis-
sioner shall provide for the re m oval of the anima l’s head at the o wner’s
expense and submit the head to the Ohio Depar tment of Health laborato-
ries for rabies examination.

5.25.25.25.25.2 Quarantine of other Quarantine of other Quarantine of other Quarantine of other Quarantine of other AnimalsAnimalsAnimalsAnimalsAnimals
(A) Whenever it is repor ted that any other animal that is known to tr ansmit

rabies has bitten, scratched or otherwise exposed a per son, the H ealth
Commissioner shall either:

(1) direct the immediate sacri fice of the animal by a suita ble humane
method that does not damage the anima l’s head.  The Health Com-
missioner shall pro vide for the re m oval of the anima l’s head by a
veter inar ian at the o wner’s expense and submit the head to the
Ohio Depar tment of Health labor atori es for rabies examination, or;

(2) quar antine the anima l for a period to be deter mined by the Health
Commissioner.   If the animal dies befo re the end of the quarantine
period, the owner shall info rm the Health Commissioner.   The Health
Commissioner shall pro vide for the re m oval of the anima l’s head by
a veter inar ian at the o wner’s expense and submit the head to the
Ohio Depar tment of Health labor atori es for rabies examination.

5.35.35.35.35.3 Prohibition against Killing Quarantined AnimalsProhibition against Killing Quarantined AnimalsProhibition against Killing Quarantined AnimalsProhibition against Killing Quarantined AnimalsProhibition against Killing Quarantined Animals
No person shall kill a quar antined animal until the quar antine per iod has been
completed and the animal has been examined for signs of rabies by a veter inar-
ian, except that this prohibition shall not apply to the hum ane killing of an anima l
to prevent fur ther injury or suff ering if the animal is diseased or ser iously injured
or to the sacri fice of a stray animal  i f i ts s acrifi ce i s d i rected by the Health
Commissioner.

5.45.45.45.45.4 PrPrPrPrPr ohibition agohibition agohibition agohibition agohibition ag ainst Remoainst Remoainst Remoainst Remoainst Remo vvvvval of Quarantined al of Quarantined al of Quarantined al of Quarantined al of Quarantined AnimalsAnimalsAnimalsAnimalsAnimals
No person shall re m ove a quar antined anima l from the Mahoning County Gen-
eral Health District until the quar antine per iod has been completed.

5.55.55.55.55.5 PrPrPrPrPr ohibition agohibition agohibition agohibition agohibition ag ainst ainst ainst ainst ainst TTTTTransfer of Quarantined ransfer of Quarantined ransfer of Quarantined ransfer of Quarantined ransfer of Quarantined AnimalsAnimalsAnimalsAnimalsAnimals
No person shall transfer owner ship of a quar antined animal until the quar antine
period has been completed except that a per son may transfer an animal to the
Mahoning County Dog W ar den or v eter inar ian in Mahoning County.



Section 6 - Handling of Suspected RaSection 6 - Handling of Suspected RaSection 6 - Handling of Suspected RaSection 6 - Handling of Suspected RaSection 6 - Handling of Suspected Ra bid or Exposed bid or Exposed bid or Exposed bid or Exposed bid or Exposed AnimalsAnimalsAnimalsAnimalsAnimals

6.16.16.16.16.1 Handling of Handling of Handling of Handling of Handling of Animals Bitten bAnimals Bitten bAnimals Bitten bAnimals Bitten bAnimals Bitten b y or Exposed to Ray or Exposed to Ray or Exposed to Ray or Exposed to Ray or Exposed to Ra bid or Suspected Rabid or Suspected Rabid or Suspected Rabid or Suspected Rabid or Suspected Ra bid bid bid bid bid AnimalsAnimalsAnimalsAnimalsAnimals
A ny animal w hich is bitten by or exposed to a rabid or suspected ra bid anima l
shall be m anaged in accor dance with r ecommendations contained in the current
Compendium of Animal Ra bies Contr ol.

6.26.26.26.26.2 ReporReporReporReporRepor t of Suspected Rat of Suspected Rat of Suspected Rat of Suspected Rat of Suspected Ra bid bid bid bid bid Animal RequirAnimal RequirAnimal RequirAnimal RequirAnimal Requir ededededed
A ny veter inar ian or other per son who examines,  treats,  owns, harbors or other-
wise care s for any animal w hich exhibits symptoms or behavior suggestive of
rabies,  shall conf ine and isolate the animal in suita ble quart ers and shall report
this ev ent within tw enty-f our (24) hours to the Health Commissioner.   The ani-
m al shall be confined until it has been deter mined that it is not aff licted with
rabies.   If i t is determined that the anima l is rabid, the Health Commissioner shall
take such action as is necessary to prevent the occurr ence of ra bies in persons
or anim als known or pr esumed to have been exposed to the ra bid anima l.

Section 7 - RaSection 7 - RaSection 7 - RaSection 7 - RaSection 7 - Ra bies Contrbies Contrbies Contrbies Contrbies Contr ol ol ol ol ol AdvisorAdvisorAdvisorAdvisorAdvisor y Committeey Committeey Committeey Committeey Committee

7.17.17.17.17.1 RaRaRaRaRabies Contrbies Contrbies Contrbies Contrbies Contr ol ol ol ol ol AdvisorAdvisorAdvisorAdvisorAdvisor y Committee Estay Committee Estay Committee Estay Committee Estay Committee Esta blished; Memberblished; Memberblished; Memberblished; Memberblished; Member sssss
The Health Commissioner shall esta blish a Ra bies Contro l Advisory Committee
w hich shall be composed of all Health Commissioners in Mahoning County,  a
member of the Board of Health, a representative of the local veter inary medical
association, a representative of the Mahoning County Hum ane Society,  a repre-
sentative of the Mahoning County Medical Society,  a representative of Anima l
Chari ty, the Mahoning County Dog W arden, a representative of the Division of
W ildlife, Ohio Depar tment of Natural Resources,  and two members of the public,
one of w hom must be a dog, cat or ferret owner.

7.27.27.27.27.2 Duties of the RaDuties of the RaDuties of the RaDuties of the RaDuties of the Ra bies Contrbies Contrbies Contrbies Contrbies Contr ol ol ol ol ol AdvisorAdvisorAdvisorAdvisorAdvisor y Committeey Committeey Committeey Committeey Committee
The Ra bies Contro l Advisory Committee shall meet at least once each y ear to
review rabies activity and ra bies control eff orts in Mahoning County,  the State of
Ohio and neighbor ing states,  and to make  recommendations to boards of health
within Mahoning County as to ra bies control measures.

Section 8 - EfSection 8 - EfSection 8 - EfSection 8 - EfSection 8 - Ef fect of Pfect of Pfect of Pfect of Pfect of P ararararar tial  Intial  Intial  Intial  Intial  Invvvvvalidityalidityalidityalidityalidity

Should any part of this Regulation be declared inv alid or unconstitutional for any  rea-
son, the re mainder of this Regulation shall not be aff ected thereby.



Section 9 - PSection 9 - PSection 9 - PSection 9 - PSection 9 - P enaltiesenaltiesenaltiesenaltiesenalties

A ny person violating any provisions of this Regulation shall be subject to the penalties
provided in Section 3709.99 of the Ohio Re vised Code.

Section 10 - Repeal and DaSection 10 - Repeal and DaSection 10 - Repeal and DaSection 10 - Repeal and DaSection 10 - Repeal and Da te of Efte of Efte of Efte of Efte of Ef fectfectfectfectfect

All regulations and part s of regulations of the Board of Health in conf lict with this
Regulation are hereby  repealed and this Regulation shall be in full fo rce as of its eff ec-
tive date.

This Regulation shall be eff ective on or after the 21st day of October,  1994.

Adopted on the 21st day of July,  1994 by the Board of Health of the Mahoning County
General Health Distri ct.

Leonar d A.  Perr y
President

Matthe w A.  Stef anak
Secr etary,  Ex-Off icio

On roll call the v ote was as f ollows:

Dr. Fredric D’Amato Absent
Dr. Amelia T unanidas Yes
James McCollum Yes
Diana Campana Absent
Leonard Pe rry Yes


