Liability Protection:

Volunteers within this capacity are defined as formally recognized and trained persons who engage in the actual performance services at an incident. Volunteers should understand that every attempt will be made to reduce risks to volunteers, however, some risks may be present during a public health emergency, and recognized volunteers assume their own responsibility.
Currently no workers compensation coverage has secured by the state for MRC volunteers and the Huron County Medical Reserve Corps assumes no responsibility for liability that may arise from an individual’s participation in services during an incident or emergency.  
Ohio Revised Code 121.404 provides liability protection to registered Medical Reserve Corp volunteers during local, state or federally declared emergencies, disasters, drills and trainings. The statute also exempts a registered volunteer's personal information on the Ohio Citizen Corps Database from public disclosure. The Ohio Revised Code 121.404 is as follows:
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Ohio Revised Code 121.404
[§ 121.40.4] § 121.404. Statewide system for volunteers to respond to emergencies.

(A) The Ohio community service council shall advise, assist, consult with, and cooperate with agencies and political subdivisions of this state to establish a statewide system for recruiting, registering, training, and deploying the types of volunteers the council considers advisable and reasonably necessary to respond to an emergency declared by the state or political subdivision. 

(B) A registered volunteer is not liable in damages to any person or government entity in tort or other civil action, including an action upon a medical, dental, chiropractic, optometric, or other health-related claim or veterinary claim, for injury, death, or loss to person or property that may arise from an act or omission of that volunteer. This division applies to a registered volunteer while providing services within the scope of the volunteer's responsibilities during an emergency declared by the state or political subdivision or in disaster-related exercises, testing, or other training activities, if the volunteer's act or omission does not constitute willful or wanton misconduct. 

(C) The Ohio community service council shall adopt rules pursuant to Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to establish fees, procedures, standards, and requirements the council considers necessary to carry out the purposes of this section. 

(D)
(1) A registered volunteer's status as a volunteer, and any information presented in summary, statistical, or aggregate form that does not identify an individual, is a public record pursuant to section 149.43 of the Revised Code. 

(2) Information related to a registered volunteer's specific and unique responsibilities, assignments, or deployment plans, including but not limited to training, preparedness, readiness, or organizational assignment, is a security record for purposes of section 149.433 [149.43.3] of the Revised Code. 

(3) Information related to a registered volunteer's personal information, including but not limited to contact information, medical information, or information related to family members or dependents, is not a public record pursuant to section 149.43 of the Revised Code. 

(E) As used in this section and section 121.40 of the Revised Code: 

(1) "Registered volunteer" means any individual registered as a volunteer pursuant to procedures established under this section and who serves without pay or other consideration, other than the reasonable reimbursement or allowance for expenses actually incurred or the provision of incidental benefits related to the volunteer's service, such as meals, lodging, and childcare. 

(2) "Political subdivision" means a county, township, or municipal corporation in this state. 
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